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ADVERTISEMENT: 


IHE following obſervations were not publiſhed 
argument, novelty of ſentiment, and elegance of 

diction muſt not be expected. The modern graces 

of compoſition were not attempted : the _— 
en them ee | 


Tu following Diſcourſs (for fine — 
critics may ſay, © it is not entitled to the reſpect- 
able name of a Sermon”*) is chiefly directed to a 
very numerous claſs of the inhabitants of this 
country; namely, to thoſe who are better ac- 


quainted with the language of ſcripture and of 


preaching, than with _ of any other kind of 
compotigen, 


| Troven this kings ſhould not convert 
one ſeditious murmurer; yet I comfort myſelf 

with the hope, that it may confirm ſome in their 
peaceable diſpoſitions, in their love bal order, and 
of regular government. ' 8 
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(ay 

I yvBLIsH, upon this occaſion, to ſhow my 
ſentiments, however trifling, of the preſent times: 
but, more particularly, that I may have an op- 
portunity of making a public declaration to my 
g countrymen, of the ſobriety, regularity, and loy- 
alty of that extenſſys af pdpulous pariſh with | 
which I am ſo intimately connected. And though | 
ſome may think theſe are not ſufficient reaſons 
for troubling the pyblic; I can only anſwer, 1 
thought them ſo upon the preſent occaſion,” 


Taz followin Diſcourſe ewas . pre- 
vious to the checks which the French met with | 
in Holland. I hall only add, that excepting a 
very ſet expreſſions” and ae, which the 
reader may obſerve were not ſuited tothe pul. 
pit, this Diſcourſe was delivered verbatim, upon 
Thurſday the 18th of April, 1793, in the chyrch 
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1 HESE are the words of David, W WAS att 


wards king of Ifrael : at this time, he was in the 
humble ſtation. of a 2 


IT may appear ſurpriſing, that a young man, 
of this peaceful occupation, ſhould dare to enter 
the liſts with the giant Goliah: but this gigantic 
Philiſtine had publicly ſet at defiance the armies 
of the God of Iſrael. David, therefore, well 
knew, that the * God of hoſts had forſaken 


this 


— ——— — 


mn 
this vain-glorious Champion, who truſted to his 
own | ſtrength, and to the protection of falſe 


the cauſe of his choſen people; and, as he ex- 


preſſes it himſelf, would take away the reproach 


| from Iſrael. For, had this Philiſtine been victo- 


rious, after having openly defied the God of 
Hrael; the Jews, always too prone to change 
the object of their religious worſhip, might have 


thought, that the God of their fathers had for- 
faken them, or, that the gods of the Philiſtines 


S than Tay God ob dle Hebrews, | 


Tr was, therefore, the juſtice; it was the a 
vinity of the war, which inſpired this young 
ſhepherd with a magnanimity ſo aſtoniſhing. 


This ſtripling, as he is called in the ſubſequent 


verſes of this chapter, unaccuſtomed to war, 


the giant of fix cubits and a ſpan. He truſted, 
in the Lord his God, who had formerly de- 


fended him from the paw of the lion, and from 


the-paw of the bear, and whom this arrogant 
Philiſtine had now publicly ſet at defiance. His 

truſt was well · ſounded: David was victorious: 
3 — — ind LE aan om der 


wheſe late employment was tending his father's 
| theep, and tuning his ſacred harp, diſregarded 


1 
„M FRANKLY acknowledge, that, in times paſt, 
the kings of Europe, when they unſheathed tha 
{word of War againſt their neighbours, could 
but ſeldom ſay, with David, We go to battle 
in the name of the Lord of hoſts; though they 
always pretended, on both A that. po "__ 
* OT 2 x; Aub en en 
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* Team whos.” his tha e toon 
2 <, come wars and fightings among yon? Come 
<«. they; not hence, E ſays he, even of Four 
6 luſts that war in your members ? Te luſt and 
6 Dave not : ye ll and deſire to babe, and 
Ju prin darn np ea yeinld adus 
< ceive.not.; becauſe ye aſk. _ that nen 
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former times, the above-mentioned motives have 
inſtigated the potentates of Europe to redden their 
hands * ng 0 un ſip 

Js CONDIMNetwar, as 1 any man: a 
T moſt fervently. pray for that happy periad; 
when nation ſhall, no more riſe againſt nation, 


blood - ned ſhall be converted into implements 


r ee eee 


of utility. But PO. I condemn Wars in ge- 
nsral; I, at the ſame time, do believe, that war 
may ſometimes be, not N * but "ns 
an N N | 


Wu ate aſſembled, / upon this PAY by Royal | 
ee, * to cry mightily unto God; to turn 
« from the evil of our ways, and the violence 
*© which may be in our hands,” that we may 


avert the calamities of war. We are likewiſe en- 


treated to pray for ſucceſs to his Majeſty s arms, 


is the means of procuring an honourable and 


advantageous peace. Let us then conſider, whe- 
ther this nation can ſay to their enemies as 


David ſaid to Goliah, We march againſt 
e them in the name of the Lord God of hoſts, 


« whom they have' defied.” If we can ſay this, 
the war is juſtifiable; it is abſolutely neceſſary; 
and we have: 1 n, to eg it will be 
Wer 


* * 


1 French nation, again which we at — 


ſent contend, nearly triples the number of the 
| Inhabitants of Great Britain. In this view ** 


like olan to a David. 


sda was a 1 of falle ey 
ſo are the Champions of. the French. nation. 
| Liberty 
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Eibty and Reaſon are the ſtrange gods "Shih 
the &y Wordle "ol and to hom they offer! up human 
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GOLIAR deſied the armies of the Lord. God 
Erchölts: the Heroes of the French nation have 
BHpHemed the Sovereign of the univerſe: << * they 

te have denied the god who made them, and 
«lightly "ſeemed the rock of our "ſalvation.” 


This 18 no 'milfepreſentation : neither their prin. 
ciples, nbr their conduct 2 are confined to a corner. 
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nly declared himſelf an Ath iſt, 3 
el Wile: WE nM "to ac acknowledge. de Vs | 
and Laberty as their hes This impious, . 10 
blaſphemous ſpeech was received by, the e Aflembly 
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could hof Bat PAY * tus exit was accompanied 
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correſponds to their ſhocking principles. tgp: 


* 


ders, parricide and inceſt are committed with 
impunity, and even without bluſhing. « O my 
« foul, come not thou into their ſecret; unto 


their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou 


united. Curſed be their anger, for it is near 
1 and their wrath, — 


GolIAn, the Champion of the Philiſtines, went 
forth with his countrymen to fight againſt" the 


choſen people of God. We alſo, in this country, 


may be called a choſen people, on account of the 


great bleſſings which a moſt gracious God Rath 
conferred upon us as a nation. . | 


113-4 


_ 1 e 2 
Is there a nation, in the world, where the moſt 


| precious 'bleflings of Divine Providence are more 


conſpicuous, than in this nation? Is there à na- 
tion, in the world, where the lower ranks of peo- 
ple may live more happily, if they chuſe to live 
ſoberly, induſtriouſſy, righteouſly and godly ? 
There is not a nation, in the world, there.never 
was a nation, where the very loweſt in ſociety 
could live ſo comfortably, as in this nation; and 
where the rights of the loweſt are equally pros 


tected with thoſe of the Wein. 


115 13. 1 1 N. | 


WHERE is there a Ad in the world, where 
the 


re 
le 
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the goſpel is preached in greater purity? I know 
of none. All in this land, of real, of tried Li- 
berty, are permitted to worſhip God according to 
the dictates of conſcience. The ſacred oracles are 


open to all; and fo cheap is education, in this 
country, that the very loweſt in ſociety, if not 
moſt ſhamefully negligent, may acquire a compe- 
tent ſhare of learning: nay, with abilities and 


perſeverance, they may even ariſe to the higheſt, 


pinnacle of literary e and to the higheſt 
honours of the State. 

25 1 Hi a e. Io 
7 As, 4 nation, then, we are a choſen people, and 
againſt this peculiar nation, the Bullies of Atheiſm 


have declared war. 


1 Herr 432 | 61107 


„a. * at this period, a > King, who, like 
the pious ſon of Jeſſe, puts his truſt in the Lord 


God of hoſts, whom, our enemies have openly 


defied. He hath now unſheathed the ſword in 
defence of his allies, whom he was bound to de- 
fend, by every tie, that ſhould be deemed ho- 
nourable among men. He hath bared the ſword 
of war in defence of this happy country, and 
in defence of virtue and religion. Nay, he hath 


unſheathed the ſword of war in defence of the 


poor deluded French nation, who are, at this mo- 
ment, ruled with a rod of iron. Some of their 
B 2 former 


td) 


former kings might, perhaps, © chaſtiſe them 
« with whips; but now, they are chaſtiſed with 
„ ſcorpions.” They are groaning under the 
mercileſs oppreſſion of a band of men, who may 
be confidered as the enemies of the peace of 
mankind; and as the ſworn foes of every thing, 
that has been, and ſhould be, deemed ſacred 
among men. 


Hap His Majeſty of Great Britain remained, 
at this time, an unconcerned ſpectator, it might 
have been ſaid to him, as Mordecai ſaid to Queen 
Eſther, If thou, at this time, hold thy peace, 
then enlargement and deliverance ſhall. ariſe 
“ from anothef place, but thou and thy father's 
«+ houſe ſhall be deſtroyed. And who knoweth 
«< whether thou art not come to the kingdom 
for ſuch a time as this?“ Who knoweth but 
thou art raiſed to. this aſtoniſhing, this unpara- 
lelled pitch of greatneſs, but for ſuch a time as 
this; namely, to eſtabliſh order. among the na- 
tions of n 


bY UR moſt gracious Soyereign hath not held 
his peace. He hath now drawn the Britiſh ſword 
in defence of every thing that is valuable; and 
to puniſh the moſt atrocious guilt, and the moſt, 
ineffable impiety that ever diſgraced a nation. 


LET 


( 33 ) 
Luxx every true Chriſtian, then, exclaim, The 


% ſword of the Lord and of Gideon.“ Let the 
watch-word for our fleets and armies be, The 


ford of the Lord and of Great Britain, Thy 
Jord of the Lord and of George the Third. 


Lr us put our truſt in the God of battles, 


and we ſhall be, moſt aſſuredly, victorious. For 
what have our enemies to depend upon? They 
come againſt us truſting in their own ſtrength, 
and calling upon their new gods, Liberty and 
Reaſon, or rather, Licentiouſneſs and Frenzy: 


but we march againſt them im the name of the | 
Lord way wt ne hom TO have defied, b 


I po not mention the atrocious guilt and 
ſhocking impiety of the preſent Rulers of France, 
as the cauſe of the preſent war; but, in order 
to ſhow, that we have good grounds to believe 
we ſhall be ſucceſsful. The enthuſiafm of cru- 
ſading is now over; and even bigotry, in this 
age, would vote againſt propagating religion by 
the ſword. It was, therefore, a moſt pitiful 


miſrepreſentation of facts, when, in an auguſt 


Aſſembly, a pretending Patriot ſaid, that, This 
war is a war againſt opinions.“ His fame was, 


indeed, once high with every Briton, who revered 


the happy, the glorious Conſtitution of this coun- 
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try. But now his 3 is departed from him. 


* O thou, who once ſhone in the Britiſſi Senate 


as an angel of light! How art thou fallen:? 
Fallen from thy high eſtate,” perhaps never to 


ariſe. 


4 


We have not, but the French have declared 
war againſt opinions. The Rulers, or rather the 


preſent Tyrants of France, have violated the matt | 


ſolemn treaties, which we, as a nation, were 


bound to defend. And why have they invaded 


the territories of their neighbours, but to compel 
them to fall down and worſhip the new idols 
which they have ſet up. They haye indeed been 
driven with diſgrace from theſe territories; and 


their Dagon has been trampled under foot. 


In fine, they firſt declared war againſt us: 
They firſt commenced hoſtilities; it is, therefore, 
a war of neceſſity, We are authorized by every 
law, human and 4. to defend ourſehues, oY 


34 


e it 5 ha: panes Ly in . a 
to have remained unconcerned, and unprepared, 
until theſe Sons of Belial”” had landed their 
forces; and planted, in this Paradiſe of Europe, 
their forbidden tree, the emblem of ſedition, of 
licentiouſneſs, and of blaſphemy !—Indeed the 
French, 


3.0 


from them, Paine took his Rights of Man“. 
FIT . 495 9 But 


Re 


C uy } 


French are now convinced, by awful experience, 


that, with the eating of the fruit of this tree, is 
connected the knowledge of good and evil. They 
now deplore the good order they have loſt, and 
execrate the anarchy under which, at preſent, 


they groan. 


Ir their diabolical purpoſes had not been de- 
feated, by the vigorous meaſures, and the aſto- 
niſhing vigilance of the Britiſh adminiſtration; 


our Paradiſe would have been, at this moment; 


ſwarming with ſerpents, inſpired by the Great 


Enemy of all order, the Prince of Darkneſs; 


whom, though, on account of his titles, the pre- 
ſent Rulers of France may formally deny, yet 
him they moſt ſervilely imitate, and moſt flaviſhly 
obey. Satan was the firſt who called in queſtion 
the King of kings. He firſt oppoſed regular 


5 government, and aſſerted the rights of Devils > | 


and when we read ſome of his ſpeeches in Mil- 
ton's Paradiſe Loſt, we are apt to think, that, 
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But what if better counſels might ere& 
Our minds, and teach us to caſt off this yoke? 
Will ye ſubmit your necks, and chuſe to bend 

The ſupple knee? Ye will not, If I truſt 
3 Tq 
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But look, my friends, to the preſent ſtate of 
France, and you may read an anſwer, written in 
blood, with the points of daggers, to that peſt 


ferous ta 


Bor it is not againſt the French nation tha 
the people of Great Britain have declared war. 
It is only againſt thoſe deſtroyers of the peace of 
nations, by whom the people of France are alſo; 
at this moment, enflaved. The ſober, the in- 
duſtrious, the worthy, nay the majority of that 
unhappy people are groaning under the deſpotiſm 


—— N * 5 * — 


To know you right, or if ye know yourſelves , 
| Natives and ſons of Heaven poſſeſſed before 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well con ſiſt. 
Wuo can in reaſon, then, or right aſſume 
Monarchy over ſuch as live by right | 
His equals, if in power and ſplendour lels, 
In freedom equal? Or can introduce 
| Law and edict on us, who without law 
Err not? much leſs for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to the abuſe 
Of thoſe imperial * titles, which aſſert 
Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ſerve. 
MiLrox, Book V. ve 785. 


The Majeſty of devils; alias, the Majeſty of the people. 


85. 


„ * 
of deſperadoes, who have ſeized upon the arms 
and revenues of the nation. All Frenchmen 
(and I am perſuaded the number is great) who 
regard juſtice, mercy, and religion, are praying 
for ſucceſs to the Britiſh arms, as the only means 


to reſtore order to their diſtraQted, and, almoſt, 
ruined nation. Britain, therefore, ſhews herſelf g 


the true friend of the French people, by declaring 
war againſt a confederacy of Tyrants, who have 
broken all laws, human and divine. Theſe Ty- 
rants call themſelves Legiſlators. But what laws 


can they make, who. have broken all-laws; who 
have been guilty of all crimes, from the moſt 


pitiful ſwindling, to parricide and inceſt ? They 


have murdered their King, and abjured their 


God. 


Ir ever there was a juſt war; if ever there was 


a war ſanctioned by religion, by juſtice, and by 


humanity, it is the preſent war: And every per- 


ſon, who wiſhes well to his ſpecies, who wiſhes 
that villainy ſhould be puniſhed, and the order 
of ſociety preſerved, will moſt ſincerely pray, that 
the Britiſh arms may be the happy means of de- 


livering the oppreſſed French, and other nations, 
from thoſe Tyrants, who, at preſent, enſlave their 
bodies, and wiſh to bring into the moſt cruel 


bondage their immortal ſouls. 
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Bu praying for ſucceſs to his Majeſty's arms, 
the Chriſtian does not pray for bloodſhed; that 
is oppoſite to the benevolent ſpirit of the goſpel. 
When we pray for ſucceſs to his Majeſty's arms, 
the meaning is, that our preſent armament may, 
by the bleſſing of God, be the happy means of 


preſerving order in the nations of Europe, and 
of reſtoring it to the diſtracted people of France. 


We may pray, that the ſword of Great Britain 
may be made © a terror to evil-doers, and a 
<« praiſe to them who do well.” This is praying 
according to ſcripture. And we may moſt fer- 
vently pray, that this moſt favoured country may 
be ſaved from the temptations of thoſe Serpents, 
who have endeavoured, and ſtill are endeavour- 
ing, to make us fall from our happy ſtate © into 
& an eſtate of ſin and of miſery.” They are truly 
acting the part of their Great Maſter. They have 
reduced themſelves to ruin; and, with diabolical 
envy, they view the happineſs of this country. 


We may, therefore, moſt devoutly pray, that 
God may ſupport and deliver us from their 


temptations. 


I KxNow that all who have a hankering after 
French principles, and dare not openly avow 
them, take great pains to alarm the people of 
this country with the horrors of war: and, by 

| their 


619) 


their inſinuations and miſrepreſentations, they 


may have communicated real fear (for theirs is 
only counterfeited) to perſons who abominate 


the principles of French deſpotic licentiouſneſs. 


I Have ſaid before, that I hate war, in gene- 
ral, as much as any man: and 1 now add, that 
every war, let the cauſe of it be ever ſo juſt, muſt 


_ occaſion ſome inconvenience to many individuals. 


But it is always a mark of wiſdom to prefer a 


ſmall evil to a great calamity. It is better that 


a few individuals ſuffer, than that a whole nation 


periſh, Until that happy period arrive, when all 


men ſhall become genuine Chriſtians, it is more 


than probable, that wars will be abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary in the government of this world. 


Tas more flouriiing a nation is, the more 
rapid alſo is the growth of noxious weeds: a war 
is neceſſary to root them out. When the human 


body, by too much repoſe and full-feeding, be- 


comes plethoric, blood muſt be let: ſo the body 


politic, by ſimilar cauſes, may be in a ſimilar 


ſtate. To cure violent political inflammations, 
Providence, in all ages of the world, has uſed 
war as a remedy. And in an induſtrious manu- 
facturing country, ſuch as ours is, it happens, 


that only inflammatory perſons, the cauſes of 


C2 national 
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national diſtemper, ſuffer by war. Viſionary po- 


liticians may form viſionary ſchemes of univerſal 
peace; but until they alſo diſcover the grand 
ſecret of making all men live ſoberly, induſtri- 
ouſly, righteouſly . and godly, their airy caſtles 


muſt be conſidered, in the ſame point of view, 


as air-bubbles exhibited for the amuſement of 


children. | | levees 3 


IT is ſo ordered by Divine Providence, that, 


generally, the moſt worthleſs of ſociety: recruit 
our armies. They are, for the moſt part, ſuch 


as are grown indolent, or diſſipated; who have 
an averſion to induſtry and ſobriety; ſuch as may 
be conſidered as a diſeaſe of ſociety, and which 


may be well ſpared. Too many of them are 
perſons, who, from their habits, can be of ſervice 


to the community in no other way, than by fight- 
ing the battles of their country. Thus, by the 
aſtoniſhing conduct of Divine Providence, many 


have done ſignal ſervice to their country, in war; 


who, had they lived in time of peace, might have 
been the peſts of the induſtrious. Many have died 


honourably in the field of battle; who might, in 


peace, have finiſhed their career on a gibbet. 
Thus Divine Providence, by permitting national 
wars, purges the political body of its bad hu- 
mours; and even compels ſome perſons, againſt 

| their 


6 


3 their b ee and habits of _ to be of — 


I vo not mean, by the foregoing obſervations, 
to caſt the ſmalleſt reflection upon the honourable 
gentlemen of the army. I conſider the military 
as a molt neceſſary ſchool for the diſorderly. By 
military diſcipline habits of indolence and irregu- 
larity are often - eradicated: and, for the moft 


part, the common ſoldiers return from the army 


better members of foctety” than they were when 
they entered. The army, therefore, I am per- 
ſuaded, is a moſt neceſſary and effectual Fs = 
for a certain claſs of perſons. ' And our army and 


navy ought to be as much reſpected by the people 


of Great Britain, as they are dreaded by their 
enemies. No perſon, I am ſure, can * n 
more than I do. 


Bur theſe murmuring Politicians may not ſo 


much regret the loſs of blood, as the loſs of trea- 


ſure, and the ruin of our trade and manufactures. 
With regard to the loſs of treaſure, I may ob- 
ſerve, that we muſt be poſſeſſed of a very niggardly_ 
ipirit, indeed, and muſt have a very mean opi- 
nion of our ineſtimable privileges, if we regret, 


almoſt, any ſum to defend them. But how can 
this war ruin our trade? We are at peace with 


all 
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all the world, excepting the Banditti of France, 


by whoſe machinations the good people of that 


nation are reduced, almoſt, to beggary. 


Wnar are the exports of that ruined nation, 
but principles of licentiouſneſs and blaſphemy ? 
What are their imports, but daggers? The dag- 


ger-· manufactory i is the only one that can be eſſen· 


ts hurt by the preſent * war. 


Tae juſtice, nay the humanity of this war, our 


prodigious armament, the number of our allies, 
all combine to give us almoſt certain hopes of 


ſucceſs; and ſucceſs has of late attended every ſtep 
of the combined powers. But though we ſhould 
ſuffer ſome inconvenience, it is ſuffering in a good 


_ cauſe, which is infinitely preferable to great gain 


in a bad one. 


Bur though we have very great reaſon to ex- 


pect ſucceſs, we muſt: not be too ſanguine. It 


may ſeem proper to the Sovereign of the univerſe. 


to give us, as a nation, a little wholeſome cor- 


rection. We neither as a nation, nor as indivi- 
duals, are guiltleſs. Is it not to be feared, that, 
as a nation, we have not ſet a proper value upon 
the precious bleſſings which Divine Providence 
has conferred upon us? Have we made proper 

returns? 
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returns? It is to be feared we have not. Not- 


withſtanding the unparalelled pitch of greatneſs 


and happineſs, to which, as a nation, we have 


arrived; there has gone forth, of late, an evil 


ſpirit of murmuring and diſcontent, which muſt 


be conſidered as a direct inſult offered to the Giver 


of all good. 


We are, indeed, a choſen people : Let us not 
be ungrateful, ſtiff-necked, and rebellious like the 


Jews, who were once the peculiar people of God; 
but are now diſperſed over the world, no longer 


a nation, and wandering like vagabonds upon 


the face of the earth. Let us beware of murmur. 
ing. Let us beware of undervaluing our preſent 
happy ſituation. Let us, with grateful hearts, 


aſcribe all praiſe to the Giver of all good. 


MURMURING and diſcontent were the chief 


cauſes of the many calamities which befel the 


Jews; particularly, in their journey from the 
land of Egypt to the promiſed land. If, then, ye 
murmur, ye may expect a ſimilar treatment: and 


the calamity of the nation, if any, at this time, 


do betal it, muſt be put to the account of your 
murmuring. 


Taz great God, you know, ſent to the Jews 
h heavenly 
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heavenly. food : of this bleſſing they were ſoon 
tired. They murmured, and called out for fleſh; 


their licentious deſires were gratified.. But mark 


the conſequence; ; 6 whilſt the. fleſh was yet be- 
“ tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, the 


| « wrath of the Lord Was kindled againſt them, 
ce and he ſmote the people with a great plague.” 


VI may alſo recollect, that, a folrie, of mur- 
muring and diſcontent Was excited againſt the 
adminiſtration. of Moſes. and Aaron, by a. molt 
accurſed aſſociation of ambitious and diſappointed 


men. The leaders of this aſſociation were Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram. And what was their fate? 
The earth l and ſwallowed them up alive, 


' Bzcauss of their murmuring and diſcontented 
ſpirit, all thoſe Jews who came from the land 
of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, 


were condemned to die in the wilderneſs: : Caleb 
and Joſhua being excepted. Ten times, in the 
uilderneſs, the Jews murmured againſt | Divine 


Providence. Read the hiſtory of their diſcontent 

and be inſtructed. | 5 | 
Wurnzrors, my Brethren, let me . exhort, you. 
in the words of an Apoſtle; ** Murmur not as 
15 ſome of them alſo murmured, and were de- 
« ſtroyed 
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* fixoyed of the Deſtroyer,” 4 Do all things,” 


ſays the fame Apoſtle, without murmurings 


<< and diſputings; that ye may be blameleſs and 
“ harmleſs, the ſons of God without rebuke.“ 


This conduct will, indeed, ſhow that ye are actu- 
| ated by the ſpirit of the goſpel of Chriſt, 


Ir is true, there is not a perfect government 


in the world. There never will be a perfect go- 


vernment, until perfect men be found to govern 


and to be governed. Theſe models of perfection 
are not to be expected from the refuſe of jails, 
nor among the Marats, the Petions; and Rober- 


yes of cls times. 


Inn * of the Britiſh government is 
too complex for the comprehenſion of ſuperficial 


obſervers ; and, without comprehending all the 


various motions of the machine, it would be ad- 
ventrous to alter a ſingle wheel. Thoſe perſons, 


who cavil at a few motions, without comprehend- 
ing all the various ſprings, checks, and counter- 


checks of our conſtitytional machine, — like 
thoſe ſceptics, who cavil at ſome parts of the 


Divine Adminiſtration, becauſe they cannot com- 
prehend the whole. A man may be a good 
manufacturer of ſilk, linen, cotton, or woollen 
cloth; 15 yet de totally ignorant of that mi- 
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< racul6us web, with an active energy in the Hüddle 
«of it, orought by the hend of the rather of wit. 
dem and truth himſelf, in che frame of human 
6 affairs.” I quote theſe lucid expreſſions" from a 


late nen n Mi nin 
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Bur the moſt abfard and pg ot 
to the preſent war againſt the French Sicarii is 


founded upon a falſehood, - perhaps, / the very 


indeed credited only by the loweſt and baſeſt in -· 


formed of the people. They imagine that all 


theſe diſturbances in France, have been occa- 
ſioned by the Roman Catholics oppoſing the Pro- 


teſtant intereſt, which now prevails: that the 


Leaders of the French Convention are the Herbes 


of the Proteſtant cauſe; and, that the King of 
France was ſacrificed merely for their ſecurity. 
It would be an abſurdity to reaſon with perſons, 
who can ſuffer themſelves to be deluded by a fa - 
Yrication fo groſs. I, however, moſt cordially 


n them.” 25 


Now, Chriſtians we are, by the e aithitriry of 
our King and his Nobles, enjoined to imitate the 


inhabitants of Nineveh; namely, To cry migh- 


„ tily unto God; to turn from the evil of our 
« way, and from the violence that may be in-our 
6 hands.“ 


r 


67) 
« hands.“ To give due obedience to this royal 
injunction I know of only one objection; this 


objection is made by a few weak, but, I hope, 


well-meaning Chriſtians. I know there are ſome 
Chriſtians, who ſcruple to keep national faſt- 
days, merely, becauſe they originate from civil, 
and not from eccleſiaſtical authority. 


Bor, Chriſtians, all that the civil power can 


do, in this caſe, is to enjoin you to refrain from 
labour and to attend religious worſhip. The 


only cauſe of complaint, which, in this caſe, ye 


can have, is the loſs of a day's labour: for, if 
ye are not permitted to work, ye cannot poſhbly _ 


do better than attend Divine worfhip. With re- 


| gard to the religious part of the faſt, the civil 


power can do nothing. All the Potentates, 
in Europe, cannot compel you to repent and 


amen: and, unleſs ye repent and amend, it is no 


r 
therefore, ſce, that the civil power only extend 


to civil matters, in this caſe; namely, to your 


refraining from bodily labour, and to your per- 
ſonal attendance upon Divine worſhip, It depends 
entirely upon yourſelves, whether ye make this 


day an acceptable, a religious faſt; for, I repeat 


it again, No power, on earth, can compel you 


 fincere repentance and amendment of life.“ 
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is. the ground of cheſe faſts. The cauſe of the 


preſent ye well know. — And, indeed, they are 
always appointed upon the proſpect of ſuffering, 


or under the immediate preſſure of ſome national 
calamity. Now there can be no impropriety in 
the Firſt Magiſtrate, or Magiſtrates, appointing 
a day of humiliation; and, in imitation of the 
King of Nineveh, enjoining the people, 'To cry 
„ mightily to God; that every one turn from the 
<« evil of his way, and "mw 155 n chat 1 is 
„ in his hayds.” 777 


eee "thoſe erſons who are without ſin, 


who have no evil way to turn from, are under 


no neceſlity of keeping a faſt; But, I hope, there 
are none, who profeſs to believe the goſpel, who 


think they are already perfect. - You may re- 


collect the happy effect of that national faſt which 
Was appointed by the King of Nineveh and his 


Nobles. God accepted of their humiliation and 
ſincere penitence, . turned my me threatened 
calamiey. 1 8 10 , 
en 8 civil Pre RN us to do 
any thing which is agreeable to the ſacred ſerip- 
tures, we have no right to deſpiſe the injunction. 
it we do, we are rebels both to human and to 
| divine 


divine FREY 6e. We fight not only againſt men, 


us to. repentance ? 80 does conſcience, ſo ds 
the holy n ſo * nen dell 


(w) 


5. but againſt God. Docs the civil power call 


* ner e 
11 / ien i 
li dhis caſe, eee 
the yoice of God, and the diQates of conſcience, 


Indeed, were the civil power to command us to 


do any thing contrary to ſeripture, to reaſon, and 
to à well-informed conſcience; it would then 
become us to ſpurn at the unjuſt and unlauful 
orders. We muſt, then, obey God, and not 
* man.“ And often our fathers, in this country, 


have reſiſted unlawful e, < even unto 
ee blood.” 


Our fathers have boldly told the Rulers of 
this kingdom, when encroaching upon their re- 
ligious privileges; in arms they have told them, 
that, . They would obey God, rather than man.” 
And, I truſt, that even we, degenerate as we are 
ſaid to be, if any encroachment were to be made 
upon our civil and religious liberties, even we, 
1 truſt, would exert ourſelves ; and, imitating the 
ſpirit of our fathers, would re, & even unto 
+ blood.” | 


Bor, 
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Bor, God forbid we ſhould ever, in this coun. 


try; be reduced to the fad neceſſity of defending 


our rights by force of arms. For whatever the 


Diſappointed, the Factious, the Turbulent, the 
Licentious, and the Profligate may ſay to the con- 


trary, we, moſt aſſuredly, in this country, and, 


nat this moment, enjoy civil and religious liberties, 


which are the envy of the world. And every 


perſon, who can diſtinguiſh his right hand from 
his left, who knows good from evil, and ſweet 


from bitter, muſt fervently pray to Almighty God, 


that, Theſe invaluable privileges may be tranſ. 


mitted unimpaired to lateſt poſterity.” 


THE END. 


